
‘

How to make research 
reproducible?

Agata Bochynska, PhD

Open Research and Digital Scholarship Center 

University of Oslo Library

@AgataBochynska

agata.bochynska@ub.uio.no

Bochynska, A (2024). How to make research reproducible?



Open and 
reproducible 
research courses

March 7th – 15th

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/courses-events/courses/research-reproducibility/

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/courses-events/courses/research-reproducibility/


Roadmap

• Some definitions 

• Open research and reproducibility

• Reproducible data acquisition, processing, analyses 

and reports/publications (with some useful tools)

• Take-aways

• Q&A time!
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Based on: https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/overview/overview-definitions.html

https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/overview/overview-definitions.html


Reproduced

results are consistent when following the same 

method and analysis steps with the same input 

data

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25303

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25303


Quantitative studies

computational reproducibility

Qualitative studies

process transparency



Quantitative studies

computational reproducibility

“obtaining consistent computational results using 

the same input data, computational steps, 

methods, code, and conditions of analysis”

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25303

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25303


Quantitative studies

computational reproducibility

Re-running analyses/code with the same data



Qualitative studies

process transparency

Arriving at similar (consistent) interpretation by 

following the same analysis process



Qualitative studies

process transparency

Following the step-by-step reasoning and 

interpretation process

https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/show-me-the-data/

https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/show-me-the-data/


Reproducibility is strongly 

associated with transparency



“Open Science has the 

potential of making the 

scientific process more 

transparent, inclusive

and democratic. It is (…) 

a true game changer in 

bridging the science, 

technology and innovation 

gaps and fulfilling the 

human right to science.”

https://youtu.be/I3Wkvx_ZaFo

https://www.unesco.org/en/natural-sciences/open-science

https://youtu.be/I3Wkvx_ZaFo
https://www.unesco.org/en/natural-sciences/open-science


Reproducible does not 

(have to) mean fully open



As open as possible, 

as closed as necessary



Open but not usable



Reasons for irreproducibility:

• Unavailablility of materials, data and/or analyses

• Poor data management

• Unclear analysis specification

• Lack of documentation

• Errors in reporting numbers

• Lack of quality checking procedures

• Insufficient peer review



Reproducible research 

workflows

Data acquisition and processing

Data analyses

Data reports (manuscripts)



Data acquisition and 

processing

Data organization

Data documentation

Version control



Organized data

Research project with a proper data file structure. Image taken from CodeRefinery, Lesson on Reproducible Research. 

Shared under CC-BY 4.0.

https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/

https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/


Versioned data

Versioning refers to saving new 

copies of your files when you 

make changes so that later you 

can go back and retrieve specific 

versions of your files

https://pitt.libguides.com/managedata/organizingdata#s-lg-box-13287647

https://pitt.libguides.com/managedata/organizingdata#s-lg-box-13287647


Documented data: README-files

• The first file to open

• Map for navigating and exploring files and their content

• One README.txt file per folder

Source: Briney 2014, Wrapping Up A Project, http://dataabinitio.com/?p=344

http://dataabinitio.com/?p=344


• Explains all variables and their codes in the dataset

• It typically contains: 

- variable names, variable labels, variable codes, variable formats, missing 

data (in quantitative research) 

- codes, code definitions, examples of what to include with a given code (in 

qualitative research)

• Can be also called Data Dictionary

Documented data: CODEBOOK



• Cornell University template and guide to README.txt-files:

https://data.research.cornell.edu/content/readme

• README.txt-files from DataverseNO:

General template

Example for social sciences

Example for life sciences

Tools that help: Templates

https://data.research.cornell.edu/content/readme
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RHl-D79tZWC3nJJPrnvcgIQDHgmuH2Mk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/186iauQWcDPLAGd-Ks1XK4vQFpSqMyBo3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ljK19U37F-iynqunygz6nQZVMnMkm60T/view


Tools that help: Nettskjema codebook

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/research/sensitive-data/help/create-nettskjema.html

https://www.uio.no/tjenester/it/adm-app/nettskjema/hjelp/kodebok.html

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/research/sensitive-data/help/create-nettskjema.html
https://www.uio.no/tjenester/it/adm-app/nettskjema/hjelp/kodebok.html


Electronic Lab Notebooks

help document research, experiments and procedures

performed in laboratories

Tools that help: ELN

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/adm-services/elabjournal/

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/adm-services/elabjournal/


Data analysis

Step-by-step documentation

Version control

Cloud computing and/or containers



Raw data Processed 

data

Analyzed

data



Qualitative studies 

process transparency

Following the step-by-step reasoning and 

interpretation process

https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/show-me-the-data/

https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/show-me-the-data/


https://help-nv11.qsrinternational.com/desktop/concepts/about_annotations.htm

Tools that help: Annotations

https://help-nv11.qsrinternational.com/desktop/concepts/about_annotations.htm


https://qdr.syr.edu/ati

https://qdr.syr.edu/ati


https://www.princeton.edu/~amoravcs/library/ps.pdf

https://www.princeton.edu/~amoravcs/library/ps.pdf


Quantitative studies

computational reproducibility

Re-running analyses/code with the same data



Tools that help: analysis via code







Tools that help: version control

• Git: Free and open source 

version control system

• GitHub: is an internet hosting 

service for software development 

and version control using Git

https://git-scm.com/

https://github.com/

https://youtu.be/gY2JwRfin1M

https://youtu.be/gY2JwRfin1M


Tools that help: shared notebooks

https://jupyter.org/

https://jupyter.org/


Tools that help: shared notebooks

https://jupyter.org/

https://jupyter.org/


Language Static code analysis tool

Python Pylint, prospector

R lintr

Shell/Bash shellcheck

Language Formatter Tool

Python Black, yapf

R formatR

Shell/Bash ShellIndent

HTML Tidy

https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/code-quality.html

Tools that help: Quality check

https://pypi.org/project/pylint/
https://prospector.readthedocs.io/
https://github.com/jimhester/lintr
https://www.shellcheck.net/
https://black.readthedocs.io/
https://pypi.org/project/yapf/
https://yihui.org/formatr/
http://www.bolthole.com/AWK.html
http://tidy.sourceforge.net/
https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/code-quality.html


Catching bugs. The Turing Way project illustration by Scriberia. Used under a CC-BY 4.0 licence. DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.3332807.
https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/testing.html

https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/reviewing.html

Tools that help: Code review

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3332807
https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/testing.html
https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/reviewing.html


However…







https://jiayiwu.me/blog/2021/05/13/how-to-make-a-r-package-in-rstudio.html

https://nazca-design.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/python-modules.png

https://nazca-design.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/python-modules.png
https://nazca-design.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/python-modules.png


https://xkcd.com/

https://xkcd.com/


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41597-022-01143-6

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41597-022-01143-6


Computational

environment

Container



https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/renv/renv-options.html

Tools that help: Containers

https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/renv/renv-options.html


https://codeocean.com/

https://codeocean.com/


Data reports (manuscripts)

Linked tables and analyses

Version control

Collaboration



Tools that help: R Markdown

https://rmarkdown.rstudio.com/

https://rmarkdown.rstudio.com/


Tools that help: Quarto

https://quarto.org/

https://quarto.org/


Other tools

• Overleaf (collaborative LaTeX editor)

• HackMD (a realtime web-based collaborative Markdown editor)

• Manuscripts.io (a collaborative authoring tool that support scientific content and 
reproducibility)

• Rrtools (instructions, templates, and functions for making a basic compendium 
suitable for writing a reproducible journal article or report with R)

• Jupyter Notebooks (can be used for supplementary material with journal 
articles.

https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/

https://www.overleaf.com/
https://hackmd.io/
https://www.manuscripts.io/
https://github.com/benmarwick/rrtools
https://jupyter.org/
https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/


Reproducible research 

workflows

Data acquisition and processing

Data analyses

Data reports (manuscripts)



Take-aways

• Be transparent about your full research workflow: research 

questions, methods, data, step-by-step procedures and analyses

• Make sure you have good documentation for all outputs and all 

stages of your research process

• Keep track of versions and do a solid quality check of your 

methods, data and analyses 

• Verify your own work: try to reproduce your own results and/or have 

others do it 

• Make your methods, data and analyses open (if you can)



https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/dsc/open-repro-research/reproducibilitea/

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/dsc/open-repro-research/reproducibilitea/


https://www.norrn.no/

https://www.norrn.no/


https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/dsc/

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/dsc/


https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/dsc/open-repro-research/index.html

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/dsc/open-repro-research/index.html


https://sympa.uio.no/ub.uio.no/subscribe/dsc-news/subscribe

https://sympa.uio.no/ub.uio.no/subscribe/dsc-news/subscribe


More resources:

The Turing Way: Guide for Reproducible Research 

https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/reproducible-research.html

CodeRefinery: Reproducible Research 

https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/motivation/

https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/reproducible-research/reproducible-research.html
https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/motivation/
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Thank you!

Agata Bochynska, PhD

Open Research and Digital Scholarship Center 

University of Oslo Library

• Be transparent about the full research workflow: questions, 

methods, data, step-by-step procedures and analyses

• Make sure you have good documentation for all outputs 

and all stages of your research process

• Keep track of versions and do a solid quality check of your 

methods, data and analyses 

• Verify your own work: try to reproduce your own results 

and/or have others do it 

• Make your methods, data and/or analyses open (if you can)


